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Pursuant to the enclosed Statement of Designation of Counsel, I am submitting this
correspondence to the Federal Election] Commission, which shall serve as a formal response to
the complaint filed by James A. Farrell, Executive Director of the Montana Democratic Padty.
Please be advised that | am providing legal counsel to Inland Northwest Space Alliance
(“INSA™) and therefore, will not address the allegations set forth in the complaint that are elated

to Senator Conrad Bums.

Mr. Farrell addressed two potenual violations of the Federal Election Campaign Act of
1971 (“the Act™), one of which relatesito INSA and the other to Senator Burns. ] address ¢:ach

chronologically.

Allegation # 1: “Employees of INSA were being pressured by their employers to contribute to
Burns with the specter of their jobs hanglng over their heads. This violates the FEC prohthon

of making corporate contributions andimaking contributions in the name of another.”
\

This allegation cites two possil!ale violations: (1) prohibition of making corporation
contributions and (2) prohibition of making contributions in the name of another. The basis of
this allegation stems from a newspaper article printed in the Missoulian, based in Missoula,
Montana, on October 24, 2006, wherein an anonymous source was quoted as saying that INSA
employees were under “great pressure!’ to give money to Senator Bumns’ re-election campzign.
To my kmowledge, no formal investigation has been conducted to verify the accuracy of such a

statement.
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First, please be advised that INSA did not, in any way, make a corporate contribution to
Senator Burns’ re-clection campaign. Mr. Farrell’s allegation to the contrary is baseless and
without merit. Indeed, Mr. Farrell could not, and did not, cite in his complaint any corporate
contribution made by INSA to Senator Bumns’ re-election campaign. Therefore, there is no
reason to believe that the complaint sets forth a possible violation of the Act and no action
should be taken against INSA with regard to the allegation that INSA violated the prohibition
against corporate contributions.

Secondly, Mr. Farrell argucs that the prohibition against making contributions in th:
name of another was also violated. Please be advised that no such contributions were mad::.
Contributions from INSA employees to Senator Burns® re-election campaign were done
personally, voluntarily, and willingly, and without threat or coercion from INSA. Such
contributions were made in accordance with federal law and were not made by INSA unde:: the
guise of its employees. Therefore, no reason exists to believe that the Act has been violate: and
no action should be taken against INSA relative to the allegation that INSA violated the
prohibition against maling contributions in the name of another.

Allegation # 2: “Sen. Conrad Burns was apparently directing taxpayer funds to INSA with the
explicit or tacit understanding that employees of the firm would be campaign contributors. This
violates the prohibition against providing money to others to effect political contributions.”

This allegation is directed to Senator Burns and not INSA. On behalf of INSA, hov/ever,
please be advised that there was absolutely no understanding or agreement between INSA und
Senator Burns that taxpayer funds directed to INSA would result in political contributions 1o
Senator Burns’ re-election campaign from INSA or its employees.

'Ultimatcly,’ based on the foregoing, Mr. Farrell's allegations surrounding INSA violating
federal election laws are not supported by any documentation or evidence. This case does :10t
warrant the resources of the Commission and accordingly should be dismissed.

Very truly yours,

DATSOPQULOS, MacDONALD & LIND

MDJjal

Encl. a/s
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STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL |
Please use oneform for each Res ent/Client
MUR # 5866
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ADDRESS:

The above-named individual and/or firm is hereby designated as my
counsel and Is authorized to receive any notifications and other communications
from the Commission and to act on my behalf before the Commission.
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RESPONDENT/CLIENT_ [nland Northwest Space Alllance
(Please Print)
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Information is being sought as part of an Investigation being conducted by the Federal Elestion
Commission and the confidentiality provisions of 2 U.S.C. § 437g(a)(12)(A) apply. This section
prohibits making public any Investigation conducted by the Federal Election Commlission withoul
the exprees written consent of the person under investigation
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